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DETAILED ACTION 

This is the third office action for U.S. Application 09/600,209 for a Material 
Support Stand filed by Brad Neilson on July 12, 2000. Claims 4-9, 11, and 13 are 
pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 4-9 and 1 1are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent 4,007,841 to Seipel. Seipel discloses an equipment support stand that can 
be used on an underground mining machine adjacent to an apparatus. The stand has a 
base (13, 14) adapted to stand on the surface of a machine, and an upstanding rack 
(10) shaped and configured to hold or support items, mounted to the base. There is a 
plurality of clamps (34', 35') for releasably securing the base to the surface, the clamps 
having a hook formation (formed by the lower end of 35' in conjunction with 34') 
adapted to pass through an aperture in the surface of a machine and hook beneath the 
surface to rigidly fix the stand to the surface. The upstanding rack has a frame with 
arms (22) projecting laterally therefrom to at least one side thereof, wherein items can 
be held in position by the arms. At least a pair of arms is aligned generally side by side 
with each other and defining a space there between in which items can be located and 
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the stand is adapted to be coupled back to back with another stand to provide for 
double storage capacity with access from at least two sides. There are pegs (23) 
projecting upwardly at an inclined angle to the horizontal, the pegs being adapted to 
support annular items or items that have holes or bores there through. The hook 
formation is tensionable by an over center locking lever (37) connected thereto which, 
when tensioned, will tightly clamp the stand to the surface. Claims 4-9, 11, and 13 
contain limitations to the mining machine, apparatus on the mining machine, and the 
interchangeable items. However, those features are not positively recited in the claims 
and therefore carry no patentable significance. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 13 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed June 25, 2007 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive with respect to claims 4-9 and 1 1 . Applicant argues that Seipel fails 
to disclose a hook formation. However, in its broadest definition, a hook is defined as 
"anything that catches". - Modern Language Association (MLA): "hook." Dictionary.com 
Unabridged (v 1.1). Random House, Inc. 03 Sep. 2007. Seipel discloses the bottom of 
the bolt 35', which contains clamping members (34') for "catching" the wire rods 18. 
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The members (34') could be passed through apertures in the surface of a machine to 
hook beneath the surface and fix the support stand to the surface. Because the 
previous action was unclear as to what part of 34' and 35' formed the hook formation, 
this action has not been made final. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven Marsh whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-6819. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 
8:00AM to 4:30 PM. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-3600. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 272-8300. 

/Steve Marsh/ 
Steven M. Marsh 
August 28, 2007 



